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The Presbyterian-Church in the U.S.A. 
The Evangelical and Reformed Church 


The Reformed Church in America 


A UNIQUE MISSION 


It is unique in missionary history in that the 
Foreign Missionary Boards of three Churches 
cooperate in its maintenance. Its “board” is the 
Joint Committee, composed of three members from 
each of the Boards of these Churches. Its mission- 
aries come from the three Churches and are ap- 
pointed to the Mission by the Joint Committee upon 
recommendation of the respective Boards. The 
budget, when made up, is apportioned among the 
Boards by mutual consent and these amounts are 
paid by them to the Treasurer of the Joint 
Committee. 

On the field the Mission functions like any 
other mission, There are no denominational lines 
as regards the division of the field or the assign- 
ment of the missionaries. However, the work to 
which the missionaries happen to be assigned is 
reported in the several denominational publications 
as integral parts of the missionary activity of the 
Church to which they belong. In short, there is 
here a real union agency at home and on the field. 
It has functioned successfully for a decade and a 
half and the fact that it works adds force to the 
appeal of its Manual “It is hoped that other 
churches will later join in this union effort.” 


THE COUNTRY IS UNIQUE 


What a vista of past history, both sacred and 
secular, this country of Iraq, the “land between 
the two Rivers” conjures! This is indeed a Bible 
land, for every reader of the Bible is familiar with 
the land of Shinar, Ur of the Chaldees, Nineveh, 
Babylon and the rivers of Babylon. There were 
“dwellers in Mesopotamia” present at Pentecast. 
Of more recent date, but for us of the Western 
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Stations of the United Mission underlined 


Hemisphere, still ancient, Baghdad and Samarra. 
Some of the Mission stations, if not on these 
ancient sites, are in their immediate neighborhood. 
But the Mission and the people for whom it works, 
do not live on old memories! The new kingdom 
of Iraq is very much awake. After four centuries 
of neglect and backwardness this people is rapidly 
being reborn, First made a mandate of Great 
Britain, it was organized in 1924 as a constitutional 
monarchy with Faisul as the first king, and in 1932, 
upon the recommendation of Great Britain, it en- 
tered the League of Nations as an independent 
state. Geographically it is the heart of the Near 
East, lying as it does between Syria and Iran. All 
the great air lines pass through it. Economically, 
there are great possibilities of development, Cul- 
turally also it is progressing. In this political, 
economic and cultural development is found the 
strong appeal for the support of this Mission. 


WHY THIS MISSION? 


Missionary work in upper Mesopotamia goes 
back almost a century. American missions in Persia 
and Turkey occupied Mosul and Baghdad at dif- 
ferent times. About fifty years ago the Church 
Missionary Society took over the field and had de- 
veloped a successful work when the War came. 
At its close this work was disorganized and the 
workers scattered and that Society withdrew. The 
neighboring missions, the Presbyterian of Persia 
and the Arabian of the Reformed Church at once 
realized the need to take over, in some way, this 
area. Here was a population of about 3,000,000 
mainly Moslem and united by ties of race, language 
and religion to their fields and not to continue the 
Christian testimony would react unfavorably on 
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their work, and would be interpreted as a surrender 
in the face of Islam. There were also the small 
Protestant churches of Baghdad and Mosul and 
especially the numerous small communities of Nes- 
torian origin and the many refugees of that and 
the Armenian race, who could not be deserted. At 
first, the Persia and the Arabian missions sent a 
few representatives to occupy important points 
until the plan of the United Mission was worked 
out in America, Then, in June 1924, the Mission 
was organized in Baghdad, with that city and 
Mosul as stations, to which three others have since 
been added. 


THE FIELD 


Iraq has an area of 143,250 square miles. Lower 
Mesopotamia has long been Arabian Mission ter-. 
ritory. The rest of the country, comprising an area 
equal to that of the states of New York, Pennsy]l- 
vania and Ohio is the responsibility of the United 
Mission. Recently the Lutheran Orient Mission 
has planned to settle in Arbil. Also, in all the field 
the long established work of the Bible Society must 
be recognized. The population of this area is about 
two and a half million, Arabs, Kurds and Turks. 
In religion, 95 per cent are Moslem nearly evenly 
divided between the two divisions of Sunni and 
Shiah Islam, These are 80,000 Jews, a lesser num- 
ber of Christians of various sects, besides Yezidis 
(so-called Devil-worshippers) and a few Man- 
daeans, Surely such a field does not lack in interest ! 
By the same token, with all the divisive elements 
of race, language and religion, it offers many 
difficulties. 

The Mission has stations at Hillah, Baghdad, 
Kirkuk, Mosul and Dohuk, Baghdad is the capital, 
Mosul is only second in importance, Hillah is the 
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centre of the Shiah sect, Kirkuk reaches Turkish 
and Kurdish population and Dohuk the Kurdish 
and Nestorian villages and clans of the north. 
Reference to the map shows these stations well 
chosen geographically. 


THE WORK 


Two lines of work are carried on at present, edu- 
cational and evangelistic. At Baghdad and Mosul 
the girls schools show increasing attendance and 
widening circles of influence in the community. At 
Mosul, the new school building is also used as a 
hostel. Classes in domestic science and home econom- 
ics are recognized as meeting a real need. The 
school in Baghdad is graded and its usual registra- 
tion of 140 girls is made up of Moslem, Jew and 
Christian. Through the pupils of both schools con- 
tact is constantly being made with their parents, 
and the Gospel message is heard in many homes. 

Evangelistic work at all the Stations centres in 
the homes of the evangelistic workers and in Bible 
and bookshops located in the bazaars. These book- 
shops are in charge of colporteurs who are also 
evangelists and with the missionaries carry on re- 
ligious discussions and go out on tours. The five 
stations are centres for much touring for which 
they are well chosen, as a glance at the map demon- 
strates. This is pioneer work calling for endurance, 
courage and ingenuity. 


THE CHALLENGE OF IRAQ 


It is the challenge of any Moslem land to make 
known the Gospel of Jesus Christ. This means faith 
and courage with perseverance, both for the Church 
at home and its representatives on the field. 
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As already indicated, it is a people among whom 
are many divisive tendencies, capable of disrupting 
a much more developed state. We must beckon 
them to a brotherhood in Christ which will make 
for unity and true peace. 

It is a people being made over. The ferments of 
nationalism, free education and western ideas are 
rapidly changing this land where twenty years ago 
there were no public schools, no civil rights and 
no roads. Today many major air routes centre on 
Baghdad. Girls are overcrowding the schools and 
women are rapidly entering many lines of work. 
All this simply means that now is the time to pro- 
vide the salt of Christian character in men and 
women trained for leadership and having the ideal 
of Christian service. 


AN APPEAL TO YOU 


There is much need for intercessory prayer. An 
aroused nationalism reacting on religious zeal 
makes missionary work in every Moslem land and 
in Iraq more difficult than it ever was. Pray for 
the missionaries, that the gifts of the Holy Spirit 
may be theirs richly. Pray for the sending 
Churches, that enduring faith and courage for the 
evangelization of this Moslem land may be given. 

There is much need to strengthen this Mission. | 
At present its force is inadequate and its financial 
support is inadequate. One missionary family at 
each station is the barest minimum of occupation 
and it is not efficient nor do these few have the 
funds they need for their work. 

If you are a member of one of the affiliated 
Churches, the way to support this work is to sup- 
port your own Board of Foreign Missions. These 
Boards can then enlarge the budget of the United 
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_ Mission. Contributions may be designated for this 
Mission and sent through the Treasurers of the 
several Boards, or they may be sent directly to the 
Treasurer of the United Mission in Mesopotamia. 


Father of All, may the light of Thy Gospel shine 
upon the dwellers in Mesopotamia. Open the hearts 
of that people to receive it and grant us the grace 
that we may 


Through the promise on God’s pages 
Through the cross that crowns the ages 
Show His love to them. 


Contributions may be sent to the following: 


BoarpD OF FoREIGN MiIssIoNns, 
Presbyterian Church in the U. S, A. 
156 Fifth Avenue, 
New York, N.Y. 


BoArpD OF FOREIGN MIssIONs, 
Evangelical and Reformed Church 
1505 Race Street, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


BOARD OF FOREIGN MIsSIONS, 
Reformed Church in America, 
25 East 22nd Street, 
New York, N. Y. 


THE UNITED MISSION 
IN MESOPOTAMIA 


ORGANIZED 1924 


Joint Committee 


Chairman, Rev. A. V. CASSELMAN, D.D. 
Vice-Chairman, Rev, J. LE Roy Dopps, D.D. 


Sec’y-Treasurer, Dr. F. M, Potter 
25 East 22nd Street, New York 


MISSIONARIES 
Presbyterian Church in the U. S. A. 


Rev. AND Mrs, J. W. WiLtoucHsy, Mosul, Iraq 
Rev. AND Mrs. A. G. Epwarps, Hillah, Iraq 


Evangelical and Reformed Church 


Rev. AND Mrs. J. C. GLESSNER, Kirkuk, Iraq 
Miss E. R. Catvertey, Baghdad, Iraq 


Reformed Church in America 


Rev. AND Mrs. B. D. Hakxken, Baghdad, Iraq 
Mrs. M. De P. Tuoms, Baghdad, Iraq 
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